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lly d ear D r. Wat s on: - •• 


Do not be alarraed v/hen you see the enclosure in this let- 
ter. I ara not going to ask you to revise every rage of my MS,but I 
v/ill trouble you to look over a little ncre. The package of letters 
as well as the three catalogues came duly to hand (and I suppose the 
copy of Henderson will be in on the mai 1 that sees this go out,as I 
have your p. c.announcing its corning. ) I have considered those Jetters 
and am of opinion that there are sone suggestions th.at are v/orth car- 
rying out,I5' THEY DO NOT INVOLVE T00 GREAT A DETARTURE FROM THE ORIG- 
T.NAL PLAN OF TIIE BOOK. Sone oT then coincide closely with ray own vi ms 
as to desirabl-. changes. In working out th.e Ranunculaceo.e, however , I 
took special pains to make as few chaiiges as I £ki»cgk& Ktsxitii could. 

Aft er pondering over the matter for sor.c tine I h.ave raade out the or- 
der Magnoliaceae af te r a soraewhat different plan,£und one that erabod- 
ies raost of th.e changes that I think desirable. Th.ose changes are as 
you will see on examining the slips: l.The making out of a key to sj:kx 
kxks genera to follov/ the description of the order,the choices of the 
key to have but one or at nost but two characters. V/h.erever possiole 
this key is to follow or rathcr to show the ord er in wh.ich th.e genera 
v/ill be arranged. I ex, ect th.at this cannot alwdys be done,in ,/h.ich 
case the key would be mo re or luss artificial. 2.Giving a fairly full 
description of the genus as in th.e Kanual,i. e.under each generic heacl- 
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ing,instead of in tho synopsi.3 of penera,. Of course the description 
will be mor? condensed tfcan thut of the Manual. o. Usintj so large a 
nunber of analytic divisions that never more than two species will oc- 
cur together. tty experience with students is that it is very uiffi- 
cult for beginners to keep in mind or to select from more tnan two 
specific descriptions. This third change ,yo u see,amounts practicall}'’ 

aLmost to making a key to species. 

It 'so happens in the case of the ttagnoliaceae that the ceneric 
descriptions in the synopsis aft er the description of the order are 
very complete,so thut I have had to do little more than ”f"ransfer ti.em 

to the other position tliat I propose. 

When it cones to the printing I shc.ll ./ant to consider './he^i.er 
it is not desircbLe to indicate the cultivatecl ,indigenous and intro- 
duced species by ‘tifjkg&h yp e; or at least the 'indigenous frcm the 
cultivated and introduced. But that is in the distance yet. 

As soon as v/e get the plan of v/ork fully settled I snall be aole 
to iaake some progress. I hope that you wiil not take the work up to 
date as an indication of my personal rate. After iuy inertia is once 
jvercone I slm.ll travel I hope at a constantly acceleriZed velocity un- 
til I collide v/ith the inmovable F I N I S. 


Very sincerely yours, 
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